
 

 

 

Days of “We” 

In the early days of the State pf Israel much time was spent in deciding what it’s symbols 

will be and creating National Days. A decision was taken to Mark the National Holocaust 

Memorial Day in proximity to the National Memorial Day and Independence Day. 

The days are similar in the spirit of how they are marked, and the laws regarding these 

days.  

Today there are those who see significance in not only marking the days themselves but 

marking them as a continuum over the 10 days from the evening before Holocaust 

Memorial Day and the end of Independence Day. This continuum draws inspiration from the 

ten days between Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, and Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day 

of atonement. The ten days of Tshuva, repentance.  

Here we have two ideas of activities / conversations that can be held with the Twinning 

classes that look at these Ten Days, as a way of enriching our peoplehood conversation. 

1. Ten Days of Gratitude: 

What are the Ten Days of Gratitude 

The ‘Ten Days of Gratitude’ weave the days from Yom Ha’Shoah (Holocaust Memorial day)  

to Yom Ha’atzmaut (Independence Day) together with a thread of gratitude. This initiative 

looks at the days that begin with the dark side of humanity, with loss, and end with the 

amazing achievement – the establishment of the State of Israel, positivity, and the hope of 

making the world a better place. Drawing from the Jewish concept of “Ten days of T’shuva” 

the days between Rosh Hashana & Yom Kippur, days of personal and communal 

atonement. This initiative invites us to use these days as an opportunity to better our 

relationship to our homeland and recognize the gift of sovereignty together with the 

complex challenges that are yet to be resolved. 

The ‘Ten Days of Gratitude’ provides us with a chance to appreciate and give thanks for the 

accomplishments, achievements and successes of our nation. 

In 2020, inspired by 'Ten Days of Gratitude,' a new and international initiative was 

established: 'Days of Gratitude.' This initiative, led by M² - The Institute for Experiential 

Jewish Education, expanded this year, producing a multitude of gratitude related activities 

https://gratitudedays.com/


 

 

 

 

and content. 

Together we can turn gratitude into a cornerstone of our national calendar and a character 

trait of our society. 

The 'Ten Days of Gratitude' is an initiative spearheaded by the alumni of 'Beit Prat – Israeli 

Midrasha', Israel's leading pluralistic Beit Midrash for young adults.  

 

Suggested Activity: 

Create groups of 3-4 students in each group, each group will share three things they would 

like to express their gratitude about. Record a short clip of your group stating what these 

things are using either Flipgrid or record a Zoom Call. You can also create a sign stating 

what these things are and take a photo.  

Share the video/photo with your twinned class.  

After receiving the videos/photos from your twinned class watch them and discuss – were 

you grateful for the same/similar things? What were the differences? Did your twinned class 

share things that surprised you? 

You are welcome to choose any one of the activities in the either website we suggest 

above, and use it for your twinned class. 

Ten Days of Gratitiude – Beit Prat 

M² - The Institute for Experiential Jewish Education 

2. Nine Days of We: 

Avraham Infeld has dedicated his life to Education and Jewish Peoplehood. He has 

developed theories about the challenges of Judaism and what it means to be Jewish in the 

21st century.  

Avraham was born in South Africe and grew up in a Zionist family with a strong sense of 

belonging to the Jewish People. In 1958 at the age of 16, he Made Aliya to Israel studied 

History of the Jewish people and Law.  

 

https://tentoda.org/about-us-2/
https://tentoda.org/about-us-2/
https://gratitudedays.com/


 

 

 

In 1970 after doing Shlichut, Educational Community work in the USA he returned to Israel 

and founded the Melitz, Center for Jewish Zionist Education. A non-profit that works with 

young people from Israel and around the world to strengthen Jewish Identity as part of a 

wider Jewish Pluralist Life recognizing the centrality of the State of Israel.  

In this video Infeld presents us with his initiative – Nine Days of We. The video can serve 

as inspiration for a conversation about the connection between Holocausts memorial day, 

Memorial Day for the Fallen Soldiers and victims of acts of terror and Independence Day.  

The nature of each of these days is very different from each other, each is fixed in Israeli 

Law as an official National Day, and yet they are marked / celebrated respectively by Jews 

around the world. These days create a continuum of Jewish Peoplehood that is interesting 

to discuss with your twinned classes. The discussion has the potential of creating 

interesting perspective for its participants. We recommend facilitating the discussion by 

using an interactive Mind Mapping tool – coggle.  

  

You can create a coggle account through your gmail account, and collaborators are invited 

through email.  

Discussion Points: 

• How should a community / school mark Holocaust Memorial day? 

• Do you think Holocaust memorial day should be marked on the date set by the State 

of Israel, a week before memorial day, or on the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Day set in a U.N resolution, on January 27th, to commemorate the 

date that Auschwitz concentration camp was liberated by the Red Army in 1945, and 

why? 

https://melitz.org/
https://youtu.be/eLSxQRG0i3s
https://coggle.it/


 

 

 

 

• How do you think Independence Day be marked in Israel? Outside of Israel?  


