
 

 

 

 

Arvut Hadadit - Mutual Responsibility and Our Homeland 

30th Anniversary for Operation Solomon 

Aliyah of Ethiopian Jewry to Israel 

Operation “Solomon” (24-25 May 1991) was a covert Israeli military operation to 

airlift the Beta Israel community gathered in Addis Ababa. Within 36 hours, over 

14,000 Jews were airlifted to Israel. The operation called “Solomon” was named after 

King Solomon, from whom one of the theories suggest that the Beta Israel draw their 

lineage.  

This wave of immigration was one of several waves of Aliyah, which ended up 

bringing most of Ethiopian Jewry to Israel.  

In this activity, we will learn about Operation Solomon, and think together with the 

students and your twinned class, about Israel’s role as a sanctuary / safe haven og 

the Jewish People.  

Activity Overview:  

The students will learn about Operation Solomon, discuss the role of the State of 

Israel as a sanctuary and homeland for the Jewish People. The students will explore 

these issues, share and hear the thoughts of their fellow students as well as those of 

the students from their twinned class about the issues.  

Part 1 –  

Watch this video about Operation Solomon ahead of your synchronous session with 

your twinned class. (3.5 minutes, in English). 

You can also watch this video, 20 minutes long, Hebrew & English with subtitles.  Do 

your best to watch the video in proximity to the synchronous activity between the 

classes.  

Your students will be asked to respond to questions after the viewing. Make sure 

they know what they are ahead of time, so they know what to look out for.  

After watching, the students will come together with their twinned class for a 

Synchronous session. 

https://spotlight.anumuseum.org.il/ethiopia/en
https://archives.jdc.org/special-video-of-operation-solomon-the-1991-airlift-of-14000-ethiopian-jews-to-israel/
https://youtu.be/DJIQlQsMeUA


 

 

 

 

Part II – Sharing after viewing 

Prepare an interactive collaborative workspace, and assign a color to each class. 

On the Padlet students should choose two of the following points to respond to: 

 What moved you in the video you watched? 

 Did you feel a sense of pride? If your answer is yes please add the reason 

why briefly. 

 In the video you hear descriptions of the Olim and those who helped them 

along the way, what of those descriptions stayed with you?  

Read through what your friends wrote and respond to one note written by your 

someone in you class, and one note written by someone in the twinned class. 

Part III – Discussing Dilemmas 

Over the years, the Jewish People lived in exile, outside of the Land of Israel. The 

hope and aspiration of the return of the Jewish People to their land is called the 

Ingathering of the Exiles, this is a biblical promise given by Moses to the Children of 

Israel prior to their entrance into the Promised Land  

“Then, the Lord, your God, will bring back your exiles, and He will have mercy 

upon you. He will once again gather you from all the nations, where the Lord, 

your God, had dispersed you. Even if your exiles are at the end of the heavens, 

the Lord, your God, will gather you from there, and He will take you from 

there” (Deuteronomy 30, 3-4). 

This idea appears in the Israeli declaration of independence -  

“[...] The State of Israel will be open for Jewish immigration and for the Ingathering 

of the Exiles [...]” 

In 1950 the Knesset passed the Law of Return: 

“Every Jew has the right to come to this country as an oleh... Aliyah shall be by 

oleh's visa...An oleh's visa shall be granted to every Jew who has expressed his 

desire to settle in Israel...these rights apply to the child and grandchild of any Jew 

and their partner...” 



 

 

 

As you saw in the video about Operation Solomon, over the years Israel has been a 

sanctuary to many people, mostly Jews. Amongst the Zionist movement there were 

varying ideologies – some believed that all Jews need to make Aliyah, and live in the 

Jewish homeland; others believed that Israel should be a cultural and spiritual center 

for Jews around the world, and not everyone needs to make Aliyah.  

In order to delve into some of the issues that stand at the foundation of Operation 

Solomon, other Aliyah initiatives, together we will explore two dilemmas: 

The two classes will break up into 4 work groups. Every two group will share a 

dilemma and present the “for” and “against” arguments. Each group will present its 

findings and conclusions if they have any to the two classes.  

It is important that each group is joined by a staff person to help with the discussion.  

Dilemma I, The Law of Return –A temporary solution or a Law for eternity?  

Will we still need the Law of Return in 50 years’ time? 

 The “For” team – the law of return isn’t reliant on time or circumstance, it 

differentiates between the State of Israel and other countries, and makes it 

special.  for more information   

 The “against” team – the Law of Return was created because of a very certain 

need at a very certain time Today there are no more Jewish refugees, and so 

needs to be cancelled as it is discriminatory for more information 

Dilemma II, Mutual Responsibility – Who is responsible?  

Who holds the responsibility to rescue and bring Jews in need to Israel (due to 

Anti-Semitism. Humanitarian) 

 The “For” team – Israel as the State of the Jewish People should take the lead 

on assisting Jews in need globally, it has the ability and knowledge. Jews 

from all over the world should help and support as much as they can - for 

more information 

 The “Against” team –We all share the responsibility of helping those in need 

around us and around the world. The UN defined the status of a refugee in 

the universal declaration of human rights, anyone in need can asked to be  

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ICJh0fA7Coy-TG8Nat_gUeWnGV0SLcYAANOtOlaZPr4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zWXwCT9R8pJdJEkkhYK1JheYI0lItVNTNT1qRslREJ8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xHFWI-eXzoye40R4iC69hbrEcenYKEYKI7HWskIISUE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xHFWI-eXzoye40R4iC69hbrEcenYKEYKI7HWskIISUE/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

recognized as a refugee. We can decide to helping Jews as well as helping 

others, but this is not a task for the Jewish State - for more information 

 

Back together: 

Both classes together will hear presentations about the two dilemmas from all four 

groups. After each dilemma the students should ask questions, or comment. 

The teacher facilitating the session will sum up; of course there are no right or wrong 

conclusions.... 

 

Summary by the facilitating teacher: 

We learned today about Operation Solomon, marking its 30th anniversary. We heard 

about the moving operation, which came to be thanks to many organizations working 

together. We asked – who should be responsible for such an operation, the entire 

Jewish people? The State of Israel? We continued to talk about Israel as a center 

and home for the Jewish People, and learned about the Law of return and the 

complexities it holds.  

One aspect that we did not touch is the absorption and integration of the Olim 

(Immigrants) once they arrive in Israel. Absorption and integration are complex, and 

differ between the Olim. The State of Israel and Israeli society are now reflecting and 

drawing conclusions from the absorption process of Ethiopian Jews, as many 

mistakes were made. It is our responsibility to ask ourselves where do we live out 

the value of mutual responsibility, and how can we promote it. Participating in the 

Twinning Program is a key part to practicing and discussing issues of Mutual 

Responsibility.  

Discussion in your individual classes: 

 How did it feel to discuss these dilemmas in groups made up of both classes. 

 Did any sensitivities come up? 

 Did having this conversation with your twinned class give you a new/ different 

perspective? 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rgiHzrAA0qT5mxRlLQVkQCnmoZ9ZNlE9BdJ9Mcn1v7c/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 What of the topics raised felt most relevant to you?  

 

To read & learn more about the Ethiopian Jewish community in Israel, their 

achievements and challenges please go to - https://iaej.co.il/language/en/association-of-

ethiopian-jews/ 

Here too - https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ethiopia-virtual-jewish-tour 

https://iaej.co.il/language/en/association-of-ethiopian-jews/
https://iaej.co.il/language/en/association-of-ethiopian-jews/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/ethiopia-virtual-jewish-tour

