
 
 

Let there be light 

For the teacher: Students will explore the idea of spreading the light, literally and 

metaphorically.  

The two classes will connect through - sharing a Jewish tradition - Hannukah candle lighting, 

through a special traditional family object - their Hannukiah, while articulating a 

personal  message and preparing a sign they would hang next to their Hannukiah and share 

with their twinned community and the world.  

Age group:  1st-6th, JH including part 2. 

Gandhi said “I do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my windows to be 

stuffed. I want the culture of all lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But I 

refuse to be blown off my feet by any”                        Mahatma Gandhi 

 

Our twinning is all about opening a window and 

looking out. Through learning together and sharing 

information we learn about each other.  

One of the customs of Hanukah is to place the 

Hannukiah on a windowsill so its facing out, and is 

seen. We are charged with making the miracle of 

Hannukah known to the world, and spreading the 

light.  

  

If you could hang a sign next to your 

Hannukiah for the world to see through your 

window what would it say? 

Brainstorm ideas as individuals or in small 

groups and prepare a sign. 

  



 
 

Now we spread the light… 

Take an picture of your favourite family Hannukiah, and ask at home what 

is the story behind it? Where does it come from?  

Use flipgrid.com to create a short video showcasing the sign you prepared, 

the Hannukiah and add the explanation of where it came from and why you 

like it. If you like, you can even take a picture of the windowsill where the 

Hannukiah will be placed during the eight nights of Hanukkah. Share the 

flipgrid with your twinned class. 

Once you received the flipgrid from your twinned 

class, discuss: 

• How does it feel knowing that despite living so 

many miles apart, on December 11th, 25 of 

Kislev, you will all be lighting your Hannukiot? 

• What were the similarities and the differences between the 

Hannukiot? 

• How do the signs your class created compare with the signs from the 

twinned class? 

• Through the messages on the signs, what new things have you  

learned about your twin community that you didn’t know before? 

Hanukkiah / Menora - which is right? 

The hanukkiah, also known as the “Hanukkah menorah,” is a 

candelabra designated specifically for the Hanukkah candles. The 

Hanukkah lamp contains room for nine candles — one for each 

night, plus the shammash or helper candle. 

 

https://flipgrid.com/


 
 

Menorah is the Hebrew word for lamp, and specifically refers to the seven-branched 

candelabrum that was used in the ancient Temple in Jerusalem. Thus, a hanukkiah, or 

Hanukkah menorah, is a type of menorah; every hanukkiah is a menorah, but not every 

menorah is a hanukkiah. Today the seven branched candelabrum is the official symbol of the 

State of Israel 

  

 


