
 

 

 

My Jerusalem – Your Jerusalem – Our Jerusalem 

Over the generations, Jerusalem has lived in the beating hearts of millions of people 

around the world. Whether they visited or read about it in the Bible, whether it is a 

place of longing or its rich history, over 3000 years old, is of interest, Jerusalem is 

part of very many people’s lives.  

The city where King David sat and where King Solomon built the Temple, the city is 

central to three religions – Judaism, Christianity and Islam – and is a place of 

pilgrimage for them all. Jerusalem has always been a focus of international interest. 

Some of us know the city well, and some of us have only heard of it.  

 

Activity outline 

This activity has two units, during which students will clarify what Jerusalem means 

to them, will learn and will come to acknowledge different points of view about 

Jerusalem. Students will share their insights with the twinned class and will hear 

from them about what Jerusalem means to them.  

In the first unit, students will learn how the city acquired its status and why it became 

a place of such significance. Students will clarify for themselves what they think 

about this, and what their friends in the twinned class think.  

In the second unit, we will present our Jerusalem. Through quotes from people 

about Jerusalem and passages written about the city, we will find our Jerusalem, 

understand the place of Jerusalem holds for our friends and for the twinned class.  

The activity can be held at the same time with the twinned class, or as an 

asynchronous activity.  

Unit I – Whose Jerusalem? 

In the Appendix there are 3 texts relating to the importance of Jerusalem in history 

and today. Each text comes with discussion points.  

Divide into 3 groups 

Each group receives one source text, reads it, and discusses the points at the 

bottom of the text. 



 

 

 

 

Back together, each group presents the main points of what they read to the rest of 

the class. 

The class considers what it thinks about the place and role of Jerusalem for the 

Jewish people today. Ask the class to rank the texts by importance in establishing 

the status of Jerusalem for the Jewish people today (1 = the most important text; 4 = 

the least important text).  

The ranking is noted for the meeting with the twinned class in the next unit. 

To sum up you can watch one of these two short vides – “4000 years in 5 minutes” 

Jerusalem – Israel’s capital about Jerusalem with the students. 

(Staff can choose how to present the texts to the students – division into groups 

where each group receives one story and presents to the class which Jerusalem 

appears in the texts, or reading all texts together in class.) 

 

Unit 2 – Jerusalem for Me  

Aim: values clarification on the concept of ‘Jerusalem for me’ and familiarity with the 

relations of others to the city. In this unit, all students will create a shared 

presentation of ‘My Jerusalem’, and in preparing it will learn the different views of 

Jerusalem.  

Opening: Using a word cloud generator, such as Mentimeter, ask the students and 

staff to write words they associate with hearing the word Jerusalem. Look at the 

word cloud together.  

 Which words appear more than once? 

 Which words appear infrequently or even only once? 

 Which words did not expect to see here? 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/2mR2W43t6tI
https://youtu.be/TbIni-yVlSw


 

 

 

 

 

Synchronous activity: 

 

Asynchronous activity 

 

 

 

Part I: Break into groups. Make sure that each group has representation from both classes, 

and, if possible, a staff member. Together you are going to create a slide about Jerusalem. 

Here is a link to a document with quotes about Jerusalem. Each student chooses a quote 

that speaks to them and explain to the others why they chose it.  

In discussion, check whether there is a connection between the quotes chosen. 

Choose which quotes you want to present as a group, quotes that represent your shared 

feelings about the city. 

Click here for an example of the kind of slide you should prepare. Feel free to choose a 

picture of Jerusalem from the web that represents Jerusalem for you and add it to the slide.  

Conclusion: return to the main room and share the slides, and the quotes/pictures you 

chose. If time does not allow, ask students to share just one element of their slide.  

Each class breaks up into work groups. Here is a link to a document with quotes about 

Jerusalem. Each student chooses a quote that speaks to them and explain to the others 

why they chose it.  

All together- each group shares the quotes they have chosen. Think which quotes you want 

to put into the slide in the shared presentation – quotes which represent your shared 

feelings about the city. Feel free to choose a picture of Jerusalem that represents Jerusalem 

for you and add it to the slide. Click here for an example of the kind of slide you should 

prepare. Each class sends the presentation they have prepared on My Jerusalem to the 

twinned class.  

The classes share the presentation they have prepared with each other.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1h_aOZb00eGmFPOiMpqYSvpT2OBqAJ-FdlNY58p7J4bw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z5g7MVONY9rLmUBJKhVhZHYQ4G2iJMW8ps9aQmpCsxY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1h_aOZb00eGmFPOiMpqYSvpT2OBqAJ-FdlNY58p7J4bw/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

Discussion in each class:  

 What are the differences between the quotes chosen by each class? 

 Can you define the similarities and the differences? 

 What is the difference based on? 

 Looking at the slides, can we draw any conclusions about our relations with 

and connection to Jerusalem? What do the slides from the twinned class say 

about their relations with and connection to Jerusalem? 

 Is there a sense of diversity in the slides? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Appendix – Texts about Jerusalem 

Text I – Why did King David choose Jerusalem for the Temple? 

“The king and his men marched to Jerusalem to attack the Jebusites …David captured the 

fortress of Zion—which is the City of David” (2 Samuel 5; 6-7) 

David, who was crowned in Hebron in around 1010 BCE, wanted to create a new capital for 

himself. He wanted the capital to be associated with him and his dynasty, and he called the 

fortress he captured the City of David. He wanted to create a permanent temple to his G-d 

and continuity for his monarchy in a central place. Jerusalem was a suitable place for a 

capital, partly because it was not held by one of the tribes of Israel but had been captured by 

the Jebusites. Not far from there, on the hill within the territory of the tribe of Binyamin, the 

previous king, Solomon, had established his capital. David built his capital on the border of 

Judea and Binyamin to demonstrate the non-tribal nature of his monarchy and to cancel the 

previous tribal framework that had preceded it. The city was built close to the Gihon spring, 

the only water source in the area, when Jerusalem became the capital. As well as turning 

Jerusalem into the nation’s capital, David also worked to make it the center of religion and 

ritual. David brought the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, an ancient symbol of ritual that 

expressed the covenant between the people and its G-d. He also built the altar and so laid 

the foundations for the temple. For the first time, Am Yisrael had a center for both 

governance and religion. The small Jebusite city was from now on the capital of the Israeli 

monarchy. 

(Taken from Jerusalem, City and People: From King David to Today, by Mordechai Naor. 

Yad Yitzhak Ben-Tzvi) 

 

Did you know about what was described here? 

 What did you understand from the description about the reasons for choosing the 

location of the Temple? 

 What does Jerusalem have that justifies the choice of making it the capital? 

 What do you think of the choice? 

 Does the description justify Jerusalem’s status today? 



 

 

 

 

Text II – Jerusalem the holy and Jerusalem the profane 

The sources tell of a ‘high’ Jerusalem and a ‘low’ Jerusalem.  

‘Low’ Jerusalem is the city of the people who live in it, Jerusalem where the Sanhedrin sat, 

Jerusalem where the government, which rules its people, sits. With the destruction of the 

Second Temple, Jerusalem ceased to be the political capital of Am Yisrael, the ‘low’ 

Jerusalem, but remained the ‘high’ or holy Jerusalem. Spiritual Jerusalem, which has always 

existed, is the spiritual capital of the people. This is expressed in the daily life of people in 

Israel, in prayers and blessings, in trade and work, at joyous time and in mourning.  

The oath taken by the exiles in Babylon, “If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand 

forget its skill. May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, if I do 

not consider Jerusalem my highest joy” (Psalm 137, 5-6), is said in the wedding ceremony, 

as the glass is broken.  

At the end of the Hagada and at the end of Yom Kippur when the shofar is blown, it is 

customary to say “Next year in Jerusalem,” and there are many more examples like this.  

Jews face Jerusalem to pray. Tractate Brachot in the Talmud says “One who stands in 

prayer outside of Israel should focus their heart toward Eretz Yisrael …One who stands in 

Eretz Yisrael should focus their heart toward Jerusalem …One who standing in Jerusalem, 

should focus their heart toward the Temple …One who stands in the Temple, should focus 

their heart toward the Holy of Holies” (Brachot 30a:9). 

In Israel’s Declaration of Independence, Jerusalem is not mentioned. Only on 13 December 

1949, over a year after declaring independence, was Jerusalem declared the capital of the 

State of Israel, following several disagreements between Members of the Knesset on the 

issue. These are the arguments: “Since formation of the Provisional Government, worries 

about the safety, security and economic resilience of Jerusalem has been at the heart of our 

concerns. During the war, when Jerusalem was under siege, we were forced to make the 

government’s temporary home in the Kirya, in Tel-Aviv, but the State of Israel had and will 

have only one capital – eternal Jerusalem. That was how things were three thousand 

years ago, and that how things will be – as we believe – until the end of days.” (David Ben-

Gurion) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The next day, Ben-Gurion wrote in his diary, “I went up to Jerusalem this morning, to fix my 

office in Jerusalem and thus to effect the transfer of the government to Jerusalem. The 

internationalization of Jerusalem takes 100,000 Jews out of the State of Israel. We cannot 

establish a settlement of that size overnight …but Jerusalem is not just 100,000 Jews. 

It is the City of David. If the Land of Israel is the heart of the Hebrew nation, Jerusalem is 

the heart of the heart. Our success on the question of Jerusalem solves all the 

international problems around the State of Israel. Will we succeed? Possibly …our war will 

cause our stock to rise in the world, even with our opponents, and will gather all of Am 

Yisrael around us.” 

 Do you know other places in our daily lives where we mention Jerusalem? 

 Do you think we should have chosen Jerusalem as our capital, or perhaps a different 

city in Israel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Text III – The location of the Temple 

The Midrash tells us of the place where the Temple was established was a place of 

‘boundless love’. 

Two brothers lived on two sides of a mountain. One was rich but had no children, one had 

many children but was very poor. The rich brother thought, I have so much my brother has 

so little, let me secretly cross the mountain in the middle of the night and bring my brother 

extra crop. The poor brother said, I derive so much happiness from my children, let me 

secretly bring my brother some of my crop so he could have a little extra joy in this world. 

And so it went every night. Each of the brothers secretly crossed the mountain to bring their 

brother food. Every morning the brothers would inspect their stock to learn nothing was 

missing. Neither could explain the phenomena but they thanked G- d for His kindness and 

continued in their good will. After years of this routine a schedule change occurred. Instead 

of the two brothers missing each other in the night, there on top of the mountain the two 

brothers met. They looked at each other in surprise and then simultaneously realized what 

had been happening for all the years. They both spontaneously embraced one another there 

on top of the mountain as they cried for joy. Who these two brothers were we do not know, 

but it was on that mountain top, says the Midrash, that G-d decided the Beit Hamikdash, the 

Temple, should be built.  

 

 The message of the story is that the Temple was built in a place where the brothers 

showed boundless love for each other. What do you think that says about 

Jerusalem? 

 What kind of society do you think it is important to have in Jerusalem? 

 What values does Jerusalem represent? 

 

 


